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nu Svtclat Arrangement with the UcClure

THIS HTABTS TUB 8TOKY
TAhel Knight ondAjxy ranjtran

i1.. Vw 1'orfc tolih her husband. She
WWtJ fr..tv ...u ,,.vo4 A SnrCtOl

personal accomplishment and
JvVtarancc to pet the mH out of

Ethel is entirely different.
Oil-'- -i flf tnfiltvlllll. rnliflfnj
f?d nwl MeallsKc. iitlerlu unsophls- -
timted. Their jamers aeam forces''"".. ,,b hi-- linmn tnllli .linn
rie yoiimej fo New York, the tiew
jimne. owl her sister's elaborate man- -

tf Or ItViTly But i'l, ant uwiv. j ma hii
in old frame house in OMp, IMta

1(11 (!" 'W ' ..V IUIIH VI I U

no lo love it, Uvtnn here I" Amy::.t,rr. Ethel is a nine siaruea at
her sister's views of marriage. They
dine In e AmV Otts litomalne
eoljon and svccumbs in a few hours,
doctor asks Ethel .if she knows any
tldtr woman hero in town.

AND IIISKI-- IT OSTI.li!)
reminueu nor ui mo uniuur wiui;ii

THIn wan to linvo nlvcn that nlfrht. A

lump rose In her throat She walled a
moment and then flho said.

"Yes. I know or aovcrai. -

"That's good. You'd hotter send for
them.' And soon artcrwara lie hur-

ried away.
Hut Just as istliel was risins lo ko

to the teleDhone-- . there wan a rlnn at
the door. She openeu tc ana a iau man,
rather stooped, with Iron Kray hair and
mustache, a lean but rather heavy tu e

and deep-se- t Impassive eyes, carao In
and said:

"I'm Joo's partner Nournc, you know.
How I It eolnn" Better?"

"find !" With that low exclamation,
ho thought she saw a glcnm of shock

but then of triumph como In his tyes,
Ho went Into Joo'h room, and closed
the door, and with a mingling of re-

lief and of sharp hostility she felt a
once how she was shut out. Who was.
,he hut a stranger now? She thought
of Amy. and with a quick cry Ktliel oc-

ean to walk up and down In a Beared
hunted fashion. She stopped with a
juddeii resolute clenching of her teeth,
and said. "Now I've got to do some-
thing' If I don't, I'll go rluht out 6f
my mind I" But what?" She Blared about
her then went to tho windows and threw
back the curtains. It was well along to-

ward noon. Daylight flooded Into the., with ono yellow path ot light
which came down from the distant sun

"III gO OUl anu set iiur ouiiin iiT.:,D.
n?hn ah rnrne back a half hour later.

Fthcl ttlll had that resoluto look. The
... nt inn'a room .was still closed and

he saw Nourw'a hat In tho hall. Slib
turned and went to tho telephone, stop
ped and irowncu.

She callod up Awy's'irlendi.Kanny Carr.
But at the sound oi mo woman a ":which came baca over me .ri. .. .

Kor It had arao a start oi uianwj.
and although was,larring huhiuj. :.

riromiit In Its oxciamaiioriB oi miuthuu
iurprlse and sympathy nnfl proffers of
help-- the words, "You poor child II

como over at onco'" made Mhel In-

wardly beseech hrr. "Oh, no. no ! P ease
tay away; ' " "i ;

vou" nut up tho reclvcr and stood
staring nt tho wall. Was this Amy's
beat friend?

"I want some one I know!' feho
thought of Susotte. Sho went at onco

o the nursery, hissed the wee girl and
,at down on the floor. And as they built

.Mf softening, the strained tight, sen- -

jallon going. Suddenly In her not niy
e9 sno ten in n inuiucm. " ..- -

b.ji11 fifitllAww"' lu.",v: . t .i.u,"tvhfifB in nccomn ui uir mm mw
child?". . ,, ,.

sue turncu wun u wn "" ""- -

I unfriendly eyes of tho nurse, incy mm
n niiu it in iiit'ni."- - "-- , ..I ji;- -- i,i

"You H Slay ncrc, ui w""";. o.,v.
Ethel "Surely you aro not tninKing oi
going

i .a ft vnn i
a" uitin mid Hnsatlon struck Into her

rplnc at the tone of that question.
l naven t uccmeu l m " i'i".

I Hadn't you better take susetie out to
the park

"All right."
"And keep her thero aa much as you

an till It's over."
"Ai richt." said tne nurse airain.
Kthel went out of the room. Were

thero only strangers hero?
Just after tnat fanny uarr arrivcu

nd Ethel had a feeling nt once of n
hriwil Htrnnir nersonalltv A woman

of nbout medium height, still young but
rather overdeveloped, nrtlllciai and
oerdressed with a full bust and tlilcK
red lips and lustrous eyes of greenish
(tray her benuty was of tho obtruslvo
tjpe that Is mado to catch the eyo, on
the stroot and In noisy crowded rooms.
When Fannv kissed her. Kthel shrank.
"I mustn't do that!" she exclaimed to
herself But tho other woman had
noticed It and shot a llttlo look at her.

Vou poor girl. I ran t tell you how
iMnv I feel." lin wun savlnir. "It's
I horrible Tell mo about It."

And lCthel In n. lifeless voice recounted
I the tragedy of tho night.

wneres Joo7
"In there, with his partner."
"Oh. Mr N'oiimo. Ho would he." Mrs.

Cnrr threw a glance of dlsllko at the
ooor. "And you: my denr I won t ask
you now what are your plans. Just
M me help you. What can I do?
"hero's that dinner tonight, to begin

lth Have you let tho people know?"
".Vot yet"
"Hae vou a list of tho ones who

I Were asked?"
i think there s one on Amy s desk."
Then I'll attond to It."
SoOtl lnnmr xno at f.n tnlnnltArvn

Her nlrn. hnril nn.l (n.1alvA Irpnt
talking, stonnlnir. Inlklni? niniln. re.
Wat ng It to friend after friend, and
waking t hard, abrupt nml real, strlp-Mn- ?

u of Its mystery, making It naked
and tommonnlnr'n. llkn it iiovvKniLnt.r
Item Amv'n .i..titi Am. I irtimi ut
H11, listening.

AniV'S hfUkl friend Ml, hnw
trango '" '

?u ndenly she remembered things
Amy had said about this friend

things. She bit her lips.
What a queer time for hating a

Wrton. nut I lmte you oh. I Rate
trVL. ' lle wo,lt to th window and
i,w""i if "io street and slowly again

control of herself.
n rt,,n?1'? Wro"S wlt '"7 Why M I

Bnt, .l.0UKht to b0 do"iB" something,
the J

i , Asa,n Cftmo th0 volco from
h .""''""" " ngam sne ciencned
ukt, v" ; I,ow dltl yu malt0 Amy

- rf iui ii. irnni w w Oh,
n'.d!ffereno9 does It make?
UUl It fll.1 mnki .1IM .. mu....na tv UU1UIC1IUO. HIWKf ot !,'nnv "ot er nerves;

J? i,hel? a "t,,e la,er two f tllp Iln.
.nd0lT?U:nJ5,,?J exclaim nnt pity
thouiht "toil', ono iuceu tnem unu

"Y0HVa otl .llt. i ... .. . . . . ,"mi ou ro nil just naru"!" ovenlrAiaun.i i v..t. .!... i i.

WJpliiiV go awwl" U"C""- - ""'
t fln.1 l vl8',ors seemed glad enough
that " """ "lu "ol want tnem Here.

nL1,wn?.not.Bolne ,0 cll"'' t0 ,1,('mS' abyss Bho was facing a
the r" lty ml,st fnco ' I'p- - ll' In
. ... ,. ....- v. Ill.ni.1 ..n nn..a-l-..
Jlnil "" nun (.iiukiil lit" IUUI OHO-
"Afi.. en.i on. .th0 fuco of ,lle 'loctor.

."" thl ,s not 'y affair."
hoi! ,... ? womp" le her. KUnny, too,
Mh.r " out on a" frrand. And no
"llrr..01mn came ,0 ,ier 'hat day. How-ic-

i from tno 0lll ,ow- - Only onco
?lnJ rrom t,, dressmaker's.

Joe' ni1."1 after f'anny had gono out.
In th.p1r,ncr camo lnt0 "'e living-roo-

hm T. ,tew "ours several tlmca she
Jo r,ari' hls volce ns 'e talked with
tevMi.i p' ,lctivy "nd gTUff. It had yet
lo Pih.i " te"dorness that had given
lorn a !?mn thrill which she had
ihourtii1 th! n.oxt moment, for her
hi loohS i

?.pt 8nlnnnK bo. nut now as
taunt "r"" ul or sno saw in nis
derne '?" face.a reflection of that

lhero wos a pity In his
Th. " Bel ner ,ln o quivering.

KOnrmr wa l,.,., ti.i .. it ho
'"yet.. bettf Jt will be for Joe."
.roniorrow?"

i,.f four7"
.,A, J right '

I RAA l 1. ,,
--ru.;;." "
...""nit you niere was a pause

have aiiv ;, "i" "Ptciai vemctory? You

ih,f! ''now any In New York.' Ami
'Van wa,r a" Hl'cnce.

l ,S'9VinRVCn l been Uere long," "ho uald,

"You'll be going back now to yourhome. I sunnose."
"I haven't anyV'

nn''li2!,!Baid' SllP B'nced up and
,,i ey .? 8ne "''rank a little,

asked
" r'IaHvM vlng7" ho

"Nono that I caro about." she replied.She swallowed sharply. -- They're scat'
ii,.r..sone wcst' Wo lot track of

"Oh. Then do you Intend tostay hero?"
;;j'!?.r . while If Joe wanta me."in lane caro of Joe." Though the

"rhV.i.i V.J . i . .T. Bntvef slightly.
' 8l, "minded him

TnlVn.yLr0Jn,,V H aw"y7" lie nsKed.'
Cor '' dld ,lc? othink It has been happy here?"

A.nli.thati shc. coul(l l,avo "truc'thim. ho turned awny.
hn..?i itn'.. f courBO 'should not
of your plans. I'm not myself. Sorryfor Joo. Forglvo ma" H0 turned away
fh?n' V' tr?wnlnB- - "I'll s.o to every- -
ihLnff' l,. sali'' and sho heard him lcavoapartment.
niffh"tdnn.'i V! rea of f'0 dny n"'l the
filniLrf"! ,hrouBh the morning whichft on? else camo but profos-nm-

Lm.C.n' nnd, 'Mrs " She came
hep voice grew familiar-- hard, Intrus vc. naked And the

riag l,1 'CrPtr rls!"!f, '" Kthd's mind, ke
andUckfnes0BV;C,n,,t", '" a" U,e storm

be fr'cndr f R woman V'US Amy's

1lffK,!1ofS.rifra, lV,lS I00" OVOr- - nlld Of US
rSn.1 JhI1Si,?l!ly a,.fcvv rmil"cd In her
iI,u..V

i .?. ", lln'Pso ot Amy's face'""'"some coffin, and at thesight alio turned away with a swift pang
?enlr"iP.TCk ,V HotilUn-- t have let
slsterf ' m,y l,nd lIlC8se'' "or

She icmcmberod the low respectful
?C Ul ,UUI,1I"K sunerliitcndont:1 here s uii afternoon tea on tho floor
i"i .'T. c,lsllt'.t nmI ,l,p Mncralguests down by tho freight

Mho gavo a strained little laugh at'hat nnd asked, "I wonder whin I'll
tne preacher, a tall, kindly young man.camo in nnd seemed about to speak ; butafter a look at her faco he stopped, lienau como from a church two blocksitftay. Joe and Amy had never been toins church, and It was N'ourso who hadbrought him hero. Nourye had learnedof him from tho undertaker
feoicral boxes of flowers came.Later from a milliner's shop twopretty autumn lintH arrived.Tho gucst3 began nrrlvlng silent,

awkward strangers ten or twelve.
hho heard the nurso como In with

Susclto and Inks her back to thenursery.
Thele was no music. Not n sound.
At last the silence was broken by Ihe

mliilnter'H low voice. Thank heaven, thaiwas kindly. He was brief, and yet too
long; for from tho apartment one (light
below, before he had finished, the ffs
tlvo throb of a llttlo orchestra was
heard.

Ill lirilVeil IllKl ii mlnnln n tu--

.. Then they follourd th coffin out Intotho halj and back and down tho freight
uju uiur,

A motor hearse was waiting belownen the burlnl was over, Bho came
homo alono with Joe. Sho snt In tho liv-
ing room watching his face, whllo thedusk, gicw mercifully deep. Then she
mado him eat some supper and take
sometmnjf to mako him sleep And laterIn her own small room she lay on herbed, dlshoeled, tearless, her mind stun-
ned, her feelings quer itnd uneven, now
surging up, now cold nnd still.

"Whcro has she gono7 What do I
know? what do I believe?
Where Im God? what Is llfo?
What am I here for?"

With n pang she recalled the town In
Ohio where shc nnd Amy had been born,
nnd her thoughts went drifting for a
while. Pictures floated In nnd out,

her llfo at home. Sho was hun-
gry for them now, the old stays nnd
llrm supports, the old frame house, her
father and the Ood In the yellow church,
tho quiet river, the high school and
that friendly group of eager girl com-
panions, with work, discussions, young
Ideals, plans nnd dreams of life and love.

All up by tho roots In a fow
swift weeks !

"Shall I go buck?" sho asked herself.
"Do I want to go now that dad Is dead,
and most of tho girls have gono away,
scattered all over tho country?" Again
sho lapsed. "I'm too dull to think." She
let tho pictures drift again. Church

a Christmas tree, dances, sup-
pers and buggy rides, picnics by tho
rlor. How small and very far-aw-

and trivial they now appeared. All had
pointed toward New York. "Oo back
and marry, sottlo down? Oo I want to?
No. And anyhow, there's Joo and
Susette. My placo Is right here and
I'm going to stay. But what Is It going
to mean to mo? What do I want In tjils
city now?"
yln the turmoil, startled, she looked

about her for a puriose. some Ideal. But
tho old beliefs seemed dim ; tho now
ones, garish and confused, hlw recalled
thoso faces of Amy's friends. "cs
cheap and tough, for all their clothes !"

Or was It lust th s chastly tlmo that
had mado them all appear so?

Again sho tnougnt or ner sister ueao.
"Olv Amy Amy! Whcro have you
gono7 '

And at last, nulto suddenly, tho tenrs
came, and sho huddled and shook on her
bed.

Sho slept that night exhausted, woko
up early tho next morning and lay mo-
tionless on her bed: at first staring be-
wildered about tho room, and then, with
a sharp contraction of her brows and a
quick breath, looking Intently up at the
celling. A vigilant look crept Into her
eyes, for nt onco Instinctively sho was on
guard arnliTst letting tho fcellngn of yes-
terday rise.

"What a nelflsh little neast rvo been.
Did I help In tho funeral? Not n bit.
Did I comfort poor Joo? Not at all. I

was occupied wholly with my own mor-
bid llttlo soul. Now we're going to
stiffen up, my love, and try to be of somo
uso to Joe, nnd do ns Amy would have
liked." Sho began to tremble suddenly.
"No, wo'ro not going to think of her!
Its dangerous! Ho practical! to ne- -

gln with, I must clear things up. I'll
have a llttlo talk with Joo. Poor Joe
t's go ns to bo pretty dreadful. I'll

stick by him, though, and I've got to
learn how to keep him from going out
of his mind." Moro staring at tho cell- -
ng. "Ono thing I know, l Mian i wear

black. Amy detested mourning", and Joe
will seo llfo black enough as It Is
Thank heaven, there h tne nouseneeping
to do. That shall run smoothly ir it
kills me ! All right, now suppose
we get out of bed."

About an hour later, from behind
Amy's silver coffee pot, Kthel had her
talk with Joe. Sho felt III, but sho bit
her lips and smiled .She had dressed

hair becomingly and had donned a
bluo silk wnlBt, om of the costless
pretty things that slio nail nougnt with
Amy, Hor brown eyes had a resolute
brightness.

"Wo'll have to help each other," sho
said. "And there's Hust-tt- to bo thought
of. Tho best way. guess. Is not to try
to do much planning aiie.ui just now.
But I'd like to stay hero If you want me.
Joe. There's no oilier placo whcro I
want to lie." . , .

Ho gavo her a gratcrui. ureii smile
His hair was a bit disheveled, and over
his blunt, kindly face had come a hag.
ornrd, lost expression. His volco was
low:nrl.l mi V.'llml vnll m n Urlolt. T

want you here'at first, ilnd knows. l,ater
I'll try to IIX tilings mi unit you can iboi
moro free. You're only a kid, with a llfo
of your own. Big city, you Know, and
you'll And your placo."

110 Stared over ill- um nmuun, wueru
tho sun was streaming In.

"Another cup of conee, .ioof
"No. thanks." Ho roso slowly, nnd

added, "Lot's go now to Amy's desk
and fix up tho housekeeping part of It."

Later ho said, "I'll seo the nurso and
the other two maids and toll 'em they're
to take orders from you." tie paused n
moment. "And Kthel if you're to stny
here, I wnnt it to bo as nearly like It
was as I can." Ho gave a wincing frown.
"I mean on tho money sine," no sain.
"I'll give you a check tho first of each
month You'll need thlngH of your own.
of course as sho did. I want It JuM
llko that."

"Thank you, dear " Sho saw a muscle
In his cheek suddenly begin to twitch,
and she thought, "It won't bp easy.,"

(CONTINUED .XOMOimOW).
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